
To:      Modeling Task Force Members

From:      Deng Bang Lee

Date:         October 9, 2003

Subject:    Regional Transportation Analysis Zones (TAZs)

I.  BACKGROUND

As part of the Regional Model Improvement Program, SCAG is updating the Regional TAZ
system. The purpose of the update is to reflect the Year 2000 census geography and to extend
model coverage to the expanded modeling area.  The new Regional Modeling Area includes the
following Counties: Imperial County, Los Angeles County, Orange County, Riverside County,
San Bernardino County, and Ventura County.  The Modeling Region has been expanded to
include the following new areas: Imperial County, San Bernardino County eastern desert, and
Riverside County eastern desert.

The redefinition of the Regional Transportation Analysis Zone (TAZ) System is an important
aspect of SCAG’s Model Improvement Program.  Transportation Analysis Zones are essential
components of the Regional Model.  The TAZs provide the spatial unit (or geographical area)
within which travel behavior and traffic generation are estimated.  The zone size varies
depending on the density and nature of the urban development. The existing Regional
Transportation Model utilizes 3191 TAZs.  The draft TAZ system includes 4033 zones (see
below).

COUNTY County
Code

Number
of Tracts

Number
of TAZs

RSA

1 Imperial 25 29 110 55
2 Los Angeles 37 2067 2207 7-27
3 Orange 59 577 681 35-44
4 Riverside 65 400 463 45-54
5 San Bernardino 71 244 381 28-34
6 Ventura 111 161 191 1-6

Total 3478 4033

II.  METHODOLOGY

The draft zone system is based on Year 2000 Census geography.  Where possible the draft TAZs
are consistent with existing subregional TAZs.  Within urban areas the zonal boundaries
generally follow census tracts.   Some commercial / industrial areas within urban areas required
further subdividing and large tracts within developing areas were split to accommodate future
growth.   No blocks were split in delineating the new TAZs.



Subregional modeling agencies are asked to review the draft TAZ system.  To aid in your review,
we have placed the following Arc-View shape files on SCAG’s website.  The files can be
downloaded at “www.scag.ca.gov/modeling”.

! TAZ_ALL.ZIP : Draft TAZs developed by SCAG for Imperial, Los Angeles,
Riverside, San Bernardino & Ventura Counties.

! TAZ_ORANGE.ZIP: Draft TAZs developed by OCTA for Orange County,
projected to match with SCAG geography.

! tract_2000.Zip:  Year 2000 Census Tract Coverage for all counties.

! blk00_xx.ZIP : Year 2000 Census Block Coverages for Imperial, Los Angeles,
Riverside, San Bernardino & Ventura Counties.  **

** Note - The Block coverages are very large files and may take a while to download.

When you complete your review, please send me a hard copy of your recommended changes.
SCAG hopes to finalize the TAZs by the end of October, so we would be appreciated your input
by October 17, 2003.  If you have any questions or need assistance please give Mike Ainsworth a
call at (909) 784-1513.

Thank You
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